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Anaerobic Digestion - The breakdown of biodegradable material in the absence of oxygen. The 

process is used for industrial or domestic purposes to manage waste or to produce fuels. 

Avoidable Waste – Waste that is technically, economically and environmentally feasible to reuse or 

recycle, or, where this does not apply, it is (technically, economically and environmentally) feasible 

to replace with alternatives that are reusable or recyclable.  

Bio-based Plastic – Bio-based plastics are made using polymers derived from plant-based sources 

such as starch, cellulose or lignin.  

Biodegradable Waste – Organic waste materials which are capable under the right conditions of 

being broken down rapidly through the action of micro-organisms into simple compounds such as 

water, carbon dioxide, methane and biomass. 

Circular Economy – A circular economy is an alternative to a traditional linear economy (‘make’, 

use, dispose’) in which we keep resources in use for as long as possible, extract the maximum 

value from them whilst in use then recover and regenerate products and materials at the end of 

each service life. 

Circular Economy Package (CEP) – An European Union package of policy and legislation focused 

on resources and waste and finalised in 2018. The CEP amends the Waste Framework Directive 

2008 with the following targets for municipal waste recycling targets: 55% by 2025, 60% by 2030 

and 65% by 2035.       

Clean Growth Strategy – A UK Government Strategy which sets out the Governments proposals 

for decarbonising all sectors of the UK economy through the 2020s. It explains how the whole 

country can benefit from low carbon opportunities, while meeting national and international 

commitments to tackle climate change.   

Compostable – Organic materials that when placed into a composting facility will decay 

spontaneously into a nutrient-rich material. Some such materials are home compostable in a 

domestic compost heap; others will only decompose in the higher temperatures found in a 

commercial in-vessel composter.    

Commercial and Industrial Waste - Waste arising from commercial premises (e.g. offices) or 
industrial developments. 
  
Construction and Demolition Waste (C&D) – Waste arising from the construction and/or 

demolition sectors. Typically the largest single contribution to total waste arisings. Some 

examples of C&D waste include, but are not limited to, concrete, wood, panelling and carpet.  

Controlled Waste (England and Wales) Regulations 2012 – A statutory instrument which 

classifies waste as household, industrial or commercial waste and lists they types of waste for 

which local authorities may make a charge for collection and disposal. 
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Deposit Return Scheme (DRS) – A type of fiscal incentive where consumers are charged an 

additional deposit when they purchase an affected product such as a drinks bottle and receive a 

rebate when they return the empty packaging for recycling. 

Dry Recyclables – Materials such as paper, glass, textiles and cans that can be collected through 

kerbside schemes or Recycling Household Waste Centres.  

Duty of Care - Anyone who produces, imports, keeps, stores, transports, treats or disposes of waste 

must take all reasonable steps to ensure that waste is managed properly. This duty of care is 

imposed under section 34 of the Environmental Protection Act 1990. It also applies to anyone who 

acts as a broker and has control of waste. 

Energy from Waste (EfW) – An operation in which waste is converted into usable energy 

(electricity and/or heat), generally through combustion. 

Environmental Protection Act 1990 - Act of the UK Parliament which defines, within England, 

Wales and Scotland, the fundamental structure and authority for waste management and control of 

emissions into the environment. 

Extended Producer Responsibility (EPR) – A policy approach which requires producers of specified 

product types to take responsibility for the costs of managing those products at end of life.  

Fly-tipping - Refers to dumping waste illegally instead of using an authorised method. 

Government 25 Year Environment Plan – A UK Government Plan which sets out the 

government goals for improving the environment within a generation and leaving it in a better 

state than we found it. It details how the government will work with communities and 

businesses to do this and what goals will be progressed over the next 25 years. 

Green Waste – Vegetation and plant waste from household gardens and public parks and 

gardens. 

Hazardous Waste – Waste which displays one or more of the hazardous properties e.g. 

explosive, flammable, listed in annex III to the European Union Waste Framework Directive. 

Household Waste – Includes waste from household collection, civic amenity sites, bulky waste and 

other household waste. It does not include street cleaning/sweeping, gully emptying, separately 

collected healthcare waste or asbestos waste. It is civic amenity sites (RHWS sites), bulky waste and 

other household waste. 

Household Waste Recycling Centre (HRWCs) – Locally known as Recycling Household Waste Sites 

throughout Leicestershire, HWRCs are operated by or on behalf of local authorities, where 

householders can deposit household waste for re-use, recycling, composting or disposal. 

Incineration - The combustion of waste materials and substances. Incineration converts the 

waste into incinerator bottom ash, flue gases, particulates and heat, which can in turn be used 

to generate electric power. 
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Industrial Strategy – A UK Government Strategy which aims to boost productivity by backing 

businesses to create good jobs and increase the earning power of people throughout the UK 

with investment in skills, industries and infrastructure. 

Joint Municipal Waste Management Strategy (JMWMS) – the strategy developed by the 

Leicestershire Waste Partnership for waste managed by its member authorities. 

Leicestershire Waste Partnership (LWP) – a partnership formed by Leicestershire County Council 

and the seven district and borough councils to deliver and adopt the JMWMS. 

Lifecycle – The lifecycle of a product comprises three stages: production, consumption and end of 

life. 

Litter Strategy – A UK Government Strategy for England which sets out how the Government will 

work with different local groups, local authorities, Highways England and businesses to reduce litter.  

Local Authority Collected Waste (LACW) – all waste collected by local authorities, including non-

municipal waste such as construction and demolition waste. 

Local Authority Collected Municipal Waste (LACMW) – all household waste and commercial waste 

that is similar in nature to household that is collected by local authorities.   

Municipal Waste – Household waste and waste e.g. from businesses which is similar in nature and 

composition to household waste.   

Natural Capital – The air, water, soil and ecosystems that support all forms of life. The UK 

government consider this an essential basis for economic growth and productivity over the long 

term.   

Polluter Pays Principle – A principle of European Union environmental law, that those who produce 

pollution should bear the costs of managing it.  

Recycling – The reprocessing of waste material either into the same product or a different one. 

Many non-hazardous wastes such as paper, glass, cardboard, plastics and scrap metals can be 

recycled.     

Residual Waste – The waste remaining after the separation of recyclable and compostable 

materials. 

Resource Efficiency – Using the Earth’s resources in a sustainable manner. 

Resource Productivity – A measure of the value obtained from resources and typically measured as 

value added per tonne of resources used. At the national level it is measured by Gross Domestic 

Product/Domestic Material Consumption. 

Reuse – Any operation by which products or components that are not waste are used again for the 

same purpose for which they were conceived. 

Waste Collection Authority (WCA) – Local authority responsible for the collection of waste from its 

administrative area, typically district or borough councils. 
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Waste Disposal Authority (WDA) – Local authority responsible for the treatment and disposal of 

waste collected by the WCAs within its administrative area, typically county councils. 

Waste Disposal Authority Plan – An internal Plan for Leicestershire County Council as Waste 

Disposal Authority. The Plan provides an updated strategic basis to support the Council’s waste 

management procurement plans and other decisions and covers the period up to 2030.   

Waste and Emissions Trading Act 2003 (WET) - The Act requires local authorities in two tier areas to 

have a joint municipal waste management strategy.  

Waste Framework Directive - (WFD) A European Union Directive of 17 June 2008. The first Waste 

Framework Directive dates back to 1975 and was substantially amended in 1991 and 2006. The WFD 

has recently been updated to reflect future reuse and recycling targets as set by the Circular 

Economy Package. 

Waste Hierarchy – Legally binding priority order of waste management options, starting with 

prevention, then preparing for re-use, then recycling, then other recovery (e.g. EfW), and finally 

disposal.   

Waste Prevention – Changing behaviour to avoid the generation of waste that would have 

otherwise occurred e.g. reducing the amount of food waste and using real nappies as opposed to 

disposables. 
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